ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A microscope having a moveable object holder forming a part of a stage assembly. 
The stage assembly includes at least one x-y control, for moving the stage assembly or a portion 
thereof, e.g. the object holder, in a horizontal x direction, which x direction is parallel to the 
shoulders of an operating microscopist sitting square to the microscope, and for moving the stage 
assembly or portion thereof in a horizontal y direction perpendicular to the x direction. The 
microscope has dual controls for moving the stage assembly or a portion thereof in a z direction 
perpendicular to the x-y directions and parallel to an optical path into an objective lens of the 
microscope, wherein the x-y control and z controls are. located so as to permit single hand 
operation of both controls with minimal hand movement or so as to permit comfortable 
ergonomic dual hand operation while permitting the shoulders of an operating microscopist to 
remain aligned parallel to the x direction. 
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